
 

GRANDMONITOR 
GRANDMONT COMMUNITY   —   HOME OF GOOD NEIGHBORS 

The 

MEMBERSHIP 

We are grateful to all of those who have committed and 
donated their time to helping our community thrive, 
but there is still much more to do! Our community 
needs your help to preserve this work. Grandmont’s 
membership dues help to provide critical services for 
our community and neighbors every year. Membership 
dues help provide snow removal services, safety, beau-
tification, and other services for our community. Every 
contribution counts and matters! Membership dues for 
residents are $30 for the entire year and $10 for resi-
dents who live in the Southfield and Longacre Apart-
ments. Please consider becoming a Grandmont Com-
munity Association member and contributing to our 
community today! 
 
You can use a credit/debit card on the website or mail a 
check/money order to Grandmont Community Associ-
ation or “GCA” to P.O. Box 27790 Detroit, MI 48227. 
 
Again, thank you for being a part of our community 
and being "The Home of Good Neighbors". 

 
Mission Statement 

 

The Grandmont Community Associ-
ation (GCA) was formed for the 
preservation of the neighborhood: 
promotion of quality schools; civic 
education of the residents and pro-
motion of cooperation and under-
standing between all of the residents 
and community businesses. 

The Grandmont 
Community  
Association Serves approximately 

1100 residences in the 

Grandmont Community, including house-
holds south of Grand River, west of Asbury 
Park, north of Schoolcraft, and east of South-
field Freeway. 

Important Links 
 

Visit Our Website:  
https://www.grandmontcommunity.org/ 

 

Join us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/

GrandmontCommunityAssociation/ 
 

Join the GCA Board Meeting via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83836150747?
pwd=RlpWcmtoM2hYTSsrT2drcTZUeW5IQT
09 

Meeting ID: 838 3615 0747 
Passcode: 015850 

https://www.grandmontcommunity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GrandmontCommunityAssociation/
https://www.facebook.com/GrandmontCommunityAssociation/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83836150747?pwd=RlpWcmtoM2hYTSsrT2drcTZUeW5IQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83836150747?pwd=RlpWcmtoM2hYTSsrT2drcTZUeW5IQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83836150747?pwd=RlpWcmtoM2hYTSsrT2drcTZUeW5IQT09
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THE GRANDMONITOR STAFF: 

Volunteer Editor: Sandra Rideaux-Miller 313-451-2553  

 smiller@grandmontcommunity.org  

All advertising inquiries should be directed to: 

Advertising: Phil Foster 
philipfoster@sbcglobal.net 

313-273-7914 

Distribution: Jibreel Tatum 810-447-8044 

Webmaster: DeShaun Huston  

Printer: John P. Martin 
Spartan Forms Inc. 
johnspartan@sbcglobal.net 

313-278-6960 

Material to be published must be delivered to the editor via email 
to Smiller@grandmontcommunity.org no later than the  12th of 
each month for inclusion in the next month’s issue.   

 
*Grandmonitor staff reserves the right to edit content.  

GCA COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Art Fair Jomo King 313-587-6208 

By-Laws Lorenzo Blount 313-522-8088 

Beautification Larissa Richardson 313-614-4910 

Code/Violations Harrison Duke, III 313-837-4913 

       Co-Chairs Jerry Webb 313-721-8651 

Environmental Harrison Duke, III 313-837-4913 

Finance Mark Janusch 313-835-7369 

Garden Club Larissa Richardson 313-614-4910 

GRDC Jomo King 313-587-6208 

GRDC/Historian Kevin Johnson 313-549-7387 

GRDC/Membership Chair Charlotte Wright 313-247-4404 

Radio Patrol Joyce Tatum 810-447-8044 

Ramsay Park Edward Smith 313-273-7885 

Rippling Hope Cora A. Duncan-Foster 313-273-7914 

Safety/Security Joyce Tatum 810-447-8044 

Scholarship Cora A. Duncan-Foster 313-273-7914 

Social Media Samantha Bonaparte 414-708-9704 

Social Planning Krystal Thurmond 313-300-3760 

Street/Block Capts. Jibreel Tatum 810-447-8044 

Vacant Property Diane Patterson 313-836-3736 

Youth and Education Jenise Collins 313-473-9603 

GRANDMONT BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

2023-2024 

Larissa Richardson 
President (2023) 

313-614-4910 
Larissaa.carr@gmail.com  

Joyce Tatum  
Vice-President (2023) 

810-447-8044 
joycetatum12@iCloud.com   

Robert Patterson 
Treasurer (2024) 

313-836-3736 
dnrgrandmont@sbcglobal.net 

Samantha Bonaparte 
Secretary (2023) 

414-708-9704 
samantha.a.bonaparte@gmail.com  

Krystal Thurmond 
Member (2023) 

313-300-3760 
kthurmond0108@gmail.com   

Cora Duncan-Foster 
Member (2024) 

313-273-7914  
cora4grandmont@gmail.com 

Edward Smith 
Member (2024) 

313-273-7885 
esmith@grandmontcommunity.org  

Yolanda Burnett 
Member (2024) 

mrsylb@yahoo.com 

Jenise Collins 
Member (2023) 

313-473-9603 
gcayouthandeducation@gmail.com  

Diane Patterson 
Member (2024) 

313-836-3736 
patterson111@sbcglobal.net 

Harrison Duke 
Member (2023) 

313-837-4913 
businesshrd351@yahoo.com 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Crime Reporting 1. Call 9-1-1 for crimes in progress 
2. Call 313-267-4600, for non-emergency 
3. Contact the GCA Security Chair, Joyce 

Tatum, (810) 447-8044 
4. To inform the community about suspicious 

people, vehicles or activity, send an email to 
Grandmontcommunitycrimeal-
erts@googlegroups.com 

5. To report crime anonymously, call 1-800-
SPEAK-UP (1-800-733-2587) 

Auto-theft Tips Text “TIP411” (847411) or  
Call 800-242-HEAT (4238)  

Narcotic Tips Call 313-224-DOPE (3673) 

Gun Activity 1-800-AFT-GUNS (800-283-4867) 

Poison Control 1-800-222-1222 

Animal Care & Control Hotline 313-922-DOGS(3647)  
Staff hours 7 days a week 10:30am-3:30pm—
Call center till 7PM  

D1 Animal Control Investigator  313-590-7509 

Bulk/Recycle  
Drop-off 

Southfield Yard, 12255 Southfield Svc. Dr. 
Mon-Sat, 8:30-4 (closed daily 12:30-1:30) 

8th Precinct Police  
District 

21555 W. McNichols Rd., 313-596-5800 
NPO Shawn Childrey, 313-590-5199 
childreys693@detroitmi.gov  
Detective Detrick Mott - Shots Spotter 
mott843@detroitmi.gov  
Marcia Mercado - Domestic Violence Advoca-
cy,   
marciaamus@gmail.com  

City Councilman 
James Tate 

313-224-1027 
councilmembertate@detroitmi.gov 

District 1 Business Liaison 
Bryan Davis 

313-460-0775 
bbdabis@degc.org  

District 1 Manager 
Karla Williamson 

313-236-3484 

williamsonk@detroitmi.gov 

District 1 Deputy Manager 
Steele Hughes 

313-236-3473 
Steele.Hughes@Detroitmi.gov  

Water and Sewer 313-267-8000 

DTE Energy 1-800-482-8720 (Mon-Fri, 8 AM-6 PM) 

Ramsay Park Police 
(Not in force until April) 

313-596-2186 (office) 
734-931-0846 (cell) 

Waste Management 844-233-8764 

mailto:smiller@grandmontcommunity.org
mailto:kthurmond0108@gmail.com
mailto:esmith@grandmontcommunity.org
mailto:Grandmontcommunitycrimealerts@googlegroups.com
mailto:Grandmontcommunitycrimealerts@googlegroups.com
mailto:childreys693@detroitmi.gov
mailto:mott843@detroitmi.gov
mailto:marciaamus@gmail.com
mailto:councilmembertate@detroitmi.gov
mailto:tjohnson@degc.org
mailto:williamsonk@detroit.gov
javascript:void(0);
mailto:Steele.Hughes@Detroitmi.gov


Grandmont Patrol Meetings 

Mar 6 Apr 3 

May 1 June 5 

Meetings are held at 6 p.m. on the first Monday of the 
month, unless otherwise noted via Zoom. 

Grandmont Community Meetings  

- all are welcome - 

Mar 4 Apr 1 

May 6 June 3 

Meetings are held at 10 a.m. on the first Saturday of 
the month, unless otherwise noted. Please check GCA 
website or Facebook page for meeting location.   

Mark Your 

2023 

Calendars! 

Meetings 

Beautification & Garden Club 

Committee Meeting 

Please join the Beautification & Garden Club Committee 
at any of our upcoming meetings for 2023. Contact Laris-
sa@GrandmontCommunity.org for more information. 

Grandmont Youth  

& Education Meeting 

Join Us! 
 
For more information about being a part of the Youth 
& Education Committee, please contact, Jenise Col-
lins, (313) 473-9603. Everyone is welcomed and en-
couraged to participate! Meetings are held at 10 a.m. 
on the second Saturday of the month, unless otherwise 
noted.  

8th Pct. Police 

Community Relations 

Meeting 

Meetings are held the last Monday of 
the month at 6:30PM. Contact the 
precinct (313-596-5800) for the loca-
tion/virtual link.  
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February Meeting Recap! 
 

We had many representatives from our city and 
community share out updates for the community. 
Annette Lotharp from Detroit Public Library Red-
ford Branch shared about various exciting program-
ming events coming up such as laptops and hotspots 
available for checkout from the library for 3 months, 
Wellness Wednesday Yoga and Hustle, Mobile 
Health Clinic, Mental Health Mondays, Book Clubs 

and Ancestry and Genealogy classes. Steele Hughes shared that we are 
pushing for beautification in District 1 as we have the least amount of 
blight compared to the other districts in Detroit. There are many opportu-
nities for jobs and training for Detroiters of all ages! The city will also be 
moving to make bulk trash pickup happen weekly. Lynn McNeal asked 
for our input as we begin to move into the city budget planning season. 
What are the neighborhood's priorities and how would we like to see 
them reflected in the city's budget? 
 
The plans for the Annual Meeting's return to April are underway and 
Krystal shared her plans to hold it at New St. Paul Tabernacle Church on 
April 29 at 1 pm. Krystal Thurmond received $730 from the board to 
begin preparations for the event (food, paper products, copies for pro-
grams). The Election Committee has begun to prepare for the upcoming 
election held during the annual meeting and to review the current pro-
cess. The committee encourages all potential nominees to make sure 
their  biographies and photos are submitted to Larissa by 3/17 for inclu-
sion in the March and/or April Grandmonitor. 
 
Cora Duncan Foster shared updates from Rippling Hope which is in a 
transitional process following the loss of Carl Zerwick in December 
2022. There is a group coming from Boston College in March that will 
be helping to organize the center and Cora asked for a donation of $200 
to help feed these volunteers. The board approved this donation.   
 

Samantha Bonaparte 
GCA Board Member and Secretary 

GCA BOARD MEETING 

Meeting Dates Coming Soon! 

March is National Reading Month!  
 

During the month of March, Edison Elementary 
School will host a Scholastic Book Fair on March 20

-24th. The school is looking for cash donations so 
that every child can buy a book. The average book 
cost is $8-$14 and the team at Edison Elementary 

would like to make sure every scholar can go home 
with a book.  

 
Grandmont Residents wishing to help students at 
Edison Elementary purchase a book, by making a 

cash donation, should contact the Edison Elementary 
School office at (313) 852-1066 for more details. 
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About 30 people attended the in-person “Coffee with a Cop” meet-
ing held, Wednesday February 8, 2023, at the 8th Precinct, enjoying 
coffee, snacks and conversation. A lot of information was shared 
with the participants, including the fact that the Michigan State Po-
lice train all police officers in crisis intervention. The Crisis Inter-
vention Unit has two teams (Eastside and Westside) that operate 
from 11am-3pm to assist with mental health issues. Each Precinct 
has one officer training in crisis intervention, Sgt. Johns at the 8th 
Precinct. 
 
The 8th Precinct Community Relations Meeting is held the last 
Monday of the month at the Precinct in the auditorium. The next 
meeting is scheduled for 6:30pm on March 27th (they don't meet in 
Jan/Feb). This is another chance to meet our officers and NPO's and 
establish better communication, share resources, exchange infor-
mation, and perhaps solve some neighborhood concerns. 
 
8th Precinct Commander Vernal Newson introduced himself and 
shared his cell number 313-236-7615. His 30+ years of experience  
(pretty much everything except for Harbor Patrol) well-prepared 
him for his assignment at the 8th Precinct. He is a believer in the 
"broken window theory" and will work toward better 'quality of life' 
concerns and blight elimination. Community involvement is re-
quested and expected to problem solve in our neighborhoods. Com-
mander Newson didn't shy away from difficult conversations relat-
ing to current policing events. 
 
In addition to the city-wide Park Police resuming in April, the 8th 
Precinct will utilize a team of three officers beginning in May to 
address specifically 8th Precinct Parks, and noise and curfew en-
forcement if needed.  
 
Call 911 if you hear shots fired, even if you can't determine exact-
ly where they are coming from (you can request anonymity). It's as 
if it didn't happen since there is no call on record to investigate. 
Shot-Spotter has expanded to provide quicker response, but police 
can't investigate (casings, shells, etc.) if no one has called 911. Call 
- Don't assume someone else has already called. 
 
The Library/Community Room renovation is progressing but is still 
behind schedule due to monitoring issues and minor code repairs. 
Sgt. Johns and many NPO's were on hand to answer questions, take 
complaints, and explain procedures. 
 
The next "Coffee with a Cop" meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 12, 2023 at 10am at the 8th Precinct (21555 W.McNichols - 
313-596-5800) behind the Meijer's on Grand River.  

WHAT I LEARNED AT  
“COFFEE WITH A COP” 

VACANT PROPERTY TASK FORCE (VPTF)/
ENVIRONMENTAL 

Letters have been sent to a few households asking for compliance 
with code violations. Phone and letter communication is underway 
on a few vacant houses in need of better maintenance. What are 
some of the concerns you have about our Community? Please let 
us know if you are taking care of a vacant property or improving 
the Grandmont neighborhood in ways we may not be aware of.  
 

Bring yourself, your ideas, and concerns to our Annual Meeting 
Saturday, April 29. Meet your neighbors, learn about Grandmont, 
and see how we as volunteers, spend the very reasonable $30 yearly 
dues we depend on to provide value, services, and resources, while 
strengthening our neighborhood for future generations. 
 

Diane Patterson 
Vacant Property Chair 

 
 
We have been fortunate this mild winter, not to encounter all the 
normal challenges of snow, ice and extremely cold weather.  A lack 
of snow has allowed us the luxury of placing and removing our 
black waste canisters easily for disposal pickup. That compliancy 
may cause us to relax and remove the waste canisters off the street 
later rather than sooner.  Please remove the canisters both black and 
recycling the day of pickup.   
 
Please take both canisters to the backyard, past the side door, past 
the gate on the driveway, to the back area by the garage.  If you 
share the driveway with your neighbor, be reminded that no one 
wants to neither see nor smell garbage/trash when entering and 
leaving home. Be concerned that the furry critters also ramble 
through your canisters for a meal.  The footprint is a mess of gar-
bage scattered in the driveway and perhaps beyond.   
 
Let’s work together and continue to make our community clean, 
safe and healthy.  Holler at your neighbor assist them when needed 
to remove the canisters from the street.  Pick up canisters when 
knocked over in the street, while driving.  Caring and sharing envi-
ronmental responsibilities benefits us all in the “community of 
GOOD Neighbors”.  
 

Harrison R. Duke III 
Environmental Chair  

DETROIT WAYNE MENTAL HEALTH AUTHORITY  

DWMHA is a safety net organization that provides a full array of 
services and supports to persons within our behavioral health sys-
tem. It serves over 80,000 citizens in Detroit and Wayne County 
with mental illness, intellectual and developmental disabilities and 
substance use disorders. The following programs, as well as a 24-
Hour Crisis Helpline (800-241-4949) are offered: 
 

• Adult Mental Health Services Program 

• Developmental Disability Services Program 

• Children's Mental Health Services Program 

• Substance Abuse Services Program 

• Mental Health Access Center Program 

• Rights and Customer Supports Program 

• Mental Health Oversight/Monitoring Program 
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EXHIBITORS WANTED AT THE  
GRANDMONT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 YOUTH & EDUCATION COMMUNITY EXPO 

 
The Grandmont Community Association (GCA) Youth & Education 
Committee is seeking organizations and/or programs with a youth-
focused program to be exhibitors at our Community Expo held on 
Saturday, April 29, 2023 at New St. Paul Tabernacle Church of God 
in Christ, during the GCA Annual Community Business Meeting. 
 
 

 BOOKS! BOOKS! BOOKS!  
GIVE A BOOK, TAKE A BOOK!  

 
Has your child "leveled up" and moved to their next reading level? 
Has your child's reading interest changed? What do you do with that 
stack of books they've already read? You should attend the GCA 
Youth & Education Book Swap on Saturday, April 29, 2023 during 
the GCA Annual Community Business Meeting from1pm to 4pm.  
 
Bring your gently used books for ages pre-school through 12th grade 
to the GCA Youth & Education Book Swap and exchange them for a 
different or new book. This is a great way to enhance your home li-
brary and share your books with others in the Grandmont community.  
 
For more information regarding these two events, please contact (313) 
473-9603 or email gcayouthandeducation@gmail.com.  
 
 

MARCH IS NATIONAL READING MONTH!   
 

Edison Elementary School will host a Scholastic Book Fair March 20-
24th. The school is looking for cash donations so that every child can 
buy a book. The average book cost is $8-$14 and the team at Edison 
Elementary would like to make sure every scholar can go home with a 
book.  
 
Grandmont Residents wishing to help students at Edison Elementary 
purchase a book, by making a cash donation, should contact the Edi-
son Elementary School office at (313) 852-1066 for more details. 

 

ROSEDALE GRANDMONT BASEBALL  

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN ONLINE  

 
Rosedale Grandmont Baseball League's online registration for 2023 
season is now live at rosedalegrandmontbaseball.org 
 
Please spread the word far and wide – the league is open to all players 
throughout the surrounding communities for boys and girls aged 3 to 
16. Kindly register early to secure a spot for your player(s) and to take 
advantage of the Dick Sporting Goods League Appreciation 20% off 
event March 3-6. 
 
Most questions can be answered by clicking this link:  https://
www.rosedalegrandmontbaseball.org/faq/. Feel free to send an email 
to rosedalegrandmontbaseball@gmail.com if you have further ques-
tions. 
 

GRANDMONT YOUTH COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Attention: All Parents of Grandmont Community 
Association 

Graduating High School Seniors 

Grandmont Community Association has been giving out scholar-
ships to high school scholars since 1997.  A total of 44 high school 
graduates have received a scholarship. Our vision is to enhance the 
education of our youth by awarding scholarships. Not only does 
this scholarship encourage education and higher learning, but it 
inspires visions of future successes for your child. To continue this 
effort, parents, we need your support.  
 
Your role in this process as a parent is to: 

 Support and encourage your child to apply for the scholar-
ship; 

 Make certain your child is eligible by assisting them with 
completing all requirements; 

 Serve as a good proofreader for their essay; 

 Check to make sure that all documents are copied and sub-
mitted by June 30th. 

 

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE 2023 GRAND-
MONT SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCESS: 

 A one or two page (typed) autobiographical essay 
which includes career objective, personal goals, 
educational plans and any important information 
concerning why you should be considered; 

 List of awards and achievements; 

 Two (2) letters of recommendation on letterhead 
from a teacher, counselor, community leader, 
coach, mentor, advisor, minister, or employer; 

 Copy of high school transcript; 

 Copy of report card 

 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:  All applicants must: 

 Be active in the Grandmont Community. Parents must 
be active as well. 

 Have paid dues to the Grandmont Community Associa-
tion for the past three consecutive years. However, the 
previous dues payments are waived for new residents. 

 Have a cumulative G.P.A. of 3.0 or better. 

 Be accepted at a post-secondary institution. Verifica-
tion will be requested. 

 Be interviewed by the GCA Scholarship Committee. 
 
The revised application will be available in April. Contact C. 
Duncan-Foster for an application by phoning (313) 273-7914.  
Return completed packet by June 30, 2023.  
 

Cora Duncan-Foster 
Scholarship Chair 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?RosedaleParkImprovem/975ab6c0a6/822ad9e50d/f7671053b8
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?RosedaleParkImprovem/975ab6c0a6/822ad9e50d/350fe09b05
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?RosedaleParkImprovem/975ab6c0a6/822ad9e50d/350fe09b05
mailto:rosedalegrandmontbaseball@gmail.com


PAGE 6 GRANDMONITOR  

  

G 
randmont Community Association is look-
ing for dedicated volunteers and neighbors 
to serve our community. Join the GCA 
board for the 2023-2025 term. Candidates 

and dues paying members interested in running for the 
board  can submit a brief bio to us! 
 
Contact Larissa Richardson or Sandi Miller for more 
information.  

JOIN THE GCA BOARD! 

S 
amantha Bonaparte originally hails 
from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but has 
lived in Detroit since 2013 and became 
a resident of Grandmont in December 

2018, when she moved on Asbury Park. She 
has been involved since April 2019 after at-
tending her first Annual Meeting. She currently 
serves on the board as Secretary and is a mem-
ber of the Beautification and Garden Club 
Committee and Scholarship Committee. She is 
also the Street Captain for Asbury Park and 
runs the social media accounts for the GCA.     
 
  

K 
rystal Thurmond is a long-time 
Grandmont resident who serves 
and has served on the GCA Board 
of Directors for several 

terms.  She's also the Social Planning Chair 
who has volunteered on the Radio Patrol, Art 
Fair committee and other committee 
events.  Krystal continues to encourage neigh-
bor involvement, to be ears for neighbors con-
cerns and bring those concerns and fresh ideas 
to the Board.   
 

J 
enise Collins is A proud Detroiter and 
Michigander,  graduate of Cass Tech-
nical High School and Central Michi-
gan University. She moved to Grand-

mont in 2018 and enjoy being a resident in 
such a vibrant neighborhood which encourages 
her to work towards making Grandmont a safe 
and beautiful community. 
She volunteers as a member of the Scholarship 
Committee, serves as the chairperson for the 
Youth & Education Committee and last year 
was appointed as a Board Member. 
 

Vote for your Grandmont Community Association Board! This is an opportunity for residents to be engaged and participate in the pro-
cess for electing five of our neighbors to serve and help better our community. 
  
Vote for the next two-year term for the GCA Board at the Grandmont Annual Business, Social & Dinner Meeting, Saturday, April 29, 
2023 @ 1 pm, New St. Paul Tabernacle Gymnasium (Southfield Service Drive and Keeler). 
  
As a reminder, you must be a current GCA resident and member to vote. 

  
GCA Board Candidacy 

If you have any questions or are interested in running for the GCA Board, please contact the Grandmont Community Association 
at GrandmontCommunityAssociation@gmail.com or 313-614-4910. 

H 
arrison Duke III has been a resi-
dent of our community of Good 
Neighbors for 29 years, a native 
Detroit, husband, father and grand-

father. During this time he coached Girls Soft-
ball for our community youth, worked on the 
Garden Committee, Educational Committee 
and served on the Environment Committee 17 
years, currently the Chairman. He is a strong 
advocate for improving the quality of life for 
Detroiters and brings a skill set of experience, 
integrity and a genuine love for the Motor City. 
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SAVE THE DATE - APRIL 3, 2023 
 

BLOCK/STREET CAPTAIN MEETING! 
 
Attention All Captains and any interested good neighbors we wel-
come you to join us for our 2nd quarterly meeting of the year via 
Zoom! Monday, April 3rd @ 6:30 pm!  Please look out for an email 
with the link by March 30th. 
 
Next meetings will be held in July and October!  Dates TBD! Any 
questions or suggestions, please contact Yolanda L Burnett (313-217
-1017) or  Jibreel Tatum  (248-590-7585). 
 

Yolanda Burnett 
Longacre Street Captain 

 

STREET/BLOCK CAPTAINS CORNER 
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 GRANDMONT ROSEDALE COMMUNITY GARDEN 
At Bushnell Church:  1500 Southfield Freeway; Detroit MI  

2023 Garden Season Update 
Established 2009  

Member:  Keep Growing Detroit  / Garden Resource Program  
 

Who and What are We?  
The Grandmont Rosedale Community Garden was established in 2009 by residents – and nearby friends  - of the Grandmont and Rosedale neighborhoods in 

northwest Detroit.  We are located on Archdale just south of Grand River Avenue. (Near Bushnell Church)   Startup costs for raised beds, fencing, tool etc. 

were provided by  grants funds that were received by the Grandmont Rosedale Development Corporation. Additional grants and donations for infrastructure 

improvements have been received as well. Over the years, a variety of volunteers (Detroit Project Day and others) have assisted with projects including re-

placing/ adding raised beds and fencing. Anyone who is interested and able to contribute to the work of maintaining the garden is invited to “join” us. There 

is no formal membership and no gardening experience is necessary. This is a collaborative, community effort. Everyone shares in the work and everyone 

benefits from the harvest.  

   

The Buzz 

In 2021, one of our gardeners added a couple of bee hives to the lot where we garden. Bees are great pollinators-good for gardens. The hives are away from 

most of the plants, and if not bothered-they generally mind their own business. There were a few stings in early 2022- he very early hot weather seemed to 

put “the girls” on edge.   Please be observant and take particular care if you are allergic to bee stings. 

       

Costs/ Fees 

The costs for maintaining the garden are relatively low for our large garden space. They include:   

 Membership in the Garden Resource Program- Seeds and Transplants 

 Compost to add to the raised beds 

 Property taxes for the land we garden on  

 Miscellaneous: Tools, trash bags, etc.  

 Gas for lawnmower and lawnmower repair; repair for fencing.  

 

In a typical year total cost for the garden may be $200-$300. Cash contributions and donations of goods from those who participate in the garden cover these 

expenses. The annual requested donation to cover those costs will be determined in the spring. For 2023 the requested donation is $25 if you are new to the 

garden, and $10 if you are a returning gardener. This is a requested donation; not a membership fee. Donations can be given to Vicki McLellan (cash or 

check or Venmo- Vicki McLellan @Vicki-McLellan-1) 

 

Schedule:  

We gather in the early spring at the Community Garden. This is a time to reconnect with folks we may not have seen over the winter, meet new gardeners 

and talk about the upcoming garden season. Work at the garden  generally starts in late March or early April. The first garden work days are on a Saturday 

morning, for a few hours. Beds are cleared, trash picked up.  Plans for planting are made and some trellis/ support structures for plants are installed.  

 

Spring-Fall:  Our usual garden gathering time is on Wednesday  at 6:00 pm, for one to two hours, depending on how many gardeners are able to come and 

how much work there is to do. In the first weeks of the season, we plant and water. (We have a rain catchment system).   During the summer we weed (a 

lot!), water the plants, clean up the lot, and harvest. We also have regular  Saturday morning work days at 10:00 am  for those who are able to attend. This is 

important during the summer to water the plants when rain has been scarce-and to harvest the always ripening produce. If you are interested in participating 

in the Grandmont Rosedale Community Garden, but your schedule does not allow you to join us on Wednesday evenings, please still join us. We will be 

there on Saturday morning as well.  

    

Gardening During Covid 

The community garden was fully functioning throughout 2020- during the pandemic. The space is large enough that gardeners were able to maintain a good 

distance between each other. Please feel free to wear a mask or not - depending on your comfort level.   

 

What You Receive: 

Great tasting and healthy vegetables (and some fruit),  a bit of exercise, and a great time with your neighbors.  You are welcome to join us!    

 

For more information, email us at  GRcommgarden@gmail.com  

mailto:GRcommgarden@gmail.com
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HELPFUL INFORMATION FROM THE CITY OF DETROIT  
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FREE TAX PREPARATION SERVICES! REPORTING UNWANTED SCAM CALLS! 

If you’re struggling to pay your mortgage, property taxes, associ-

ation fees or utility bills because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

MIHAF is here to help. If you’re a homeowner struggling to pay 

your mortgage, you may be eligible for up to $25,000 in financial 

assistance. Apply today. Michigan.gov/MIHAF or call Customer 

Service 844-756-4423.  

MICHIGAN HOMEOWNER  
ASSISTANCE FUND 

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE  
HOME HEATING CREDIT 
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VISIT THE REDFORD LIBRARY! 
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https://www.grandmontcommunity.org/committees/membership.html
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